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Introductory Thoughts
· Fact—This is a heavy topic for all parties here.  The word “conversation” is key.  This is a safe place for us to have this discussion tonight—the local church context.
· Observation—There are several categories of women here:
1. The _______________—“My husband would never do this.”

2. The _______________—“My husband has gone through this in the past.”

3. The _______________—“My husband is going through this in the present.”

4. The _______________—“I’ve never been through this…but it is my greatest fear.”
· Question—Can you hear/see the numbness/darkness/confusion?  The military calls it the fog of war.  I call it the _______________of _______________.
· Fact—When it hits…you need to clear your _______________ and establish your _______________.  Fast.
· Ps 27:1-5
I.
How You Must See _______________
A. Your _______________ is not your ultimate _______________ place; _______________ alone is.  (Ps 27; Ps 50:21)
A.W. Tozer—“An infinite God can give all of Himself to each of His children. He does not distribute Himself that each may have a part, but to each one He gives all of Himself as fully as if there were no others.”
B. God has not _______________ you.  He _______________.  (Rom 8:31-35)  His eternal love for you is even more obvious against the backdrop of the failings of the closest human love.
St. Augustine—“God is not a deceiver, that He should offer to support us, and then, when we lean upon Him, should slip away from us.”
C. He specializes in rescuing the _______________ as well as the _______________.  (Ps 27; Rom 1-3)
D. His _______________ to you and _______________ for you is closer than any spouse, both after and even before a fall.  (Ps 139:7-12, 17-18)
II.
How You Must See _______________
A. You must expose the lies you may start reciting/believing in your heart:
Paul Tripp—“You are the most influential person in your life, because you listen to yourself every waking hour of every day for your entire life!”
1. “I am not _______________.”  
2. “I am not _______________.”   
3. “I am not _______________.”  
4. “I am not _______________.”
5. “I am not _______________.”  
B. You must embrace the truth that is consistent with what you believe about the gospel:
1. Every believer, including you, feels the incessant _______________ of sin.  (1Jn 1:8-2:1; 2:15-17; Jam 1:14-16)  
2. The Spirit’s work in you allows you to approach other’s (including spouse’s) sin with _______________.  (Gal 5:16-6:1) 
3. Every time we have the opportunity to approach another’s (including spouse’s) sin, it brings with it the mercy of _______________ _______________ too.  (Matt 7:3-5)  
4. Progressive sanctification is just that—_______________.  (2Cor 3:18, Phil 1:6)  
5. Whatever were the circumstances (e.g. confession, discovery) leading to the exposure of the sin, the _______________ good hand of _______________ was clearly at work.  (Heb 12:4-11; Prov 13:24)
III.
How You Must See _______________
A. Note how his sin came to light:  (1Jn 1:5-10)
1. Confession—He _______________ himself. 
2. Discovery—He is _______________ or _______________.  
B. Note your _______________ from the _______________.   (Gen 2:18)
C. Note the _______________ _______________ of his sin.  (Jam 1:21)
D. Pornography is a _______________ of a bigger problem. (Jer 2:11-13,  Rom 1:25, Eph 5:5,  Col 3:5)
E. Pornography is his _______________, not his _______________.  (Jer 18:4)
F. He can _______________.  (Eph 4, Col 3, Rom 6-8)
Heath Lambert—“No matter how terrible pornography s, no matter how much trouble you are in, no matter how flimsy and weak your resources are, you are never in a pit so deep that the grace of Jesus cannot lift you out.  The great danger in your struggle is that you will devote all your energy to thinking true and awful things about pornography and spend no time dwelling on the true and wonderful things about Jesus.

“There is no porn user so enslaved that Jesus cannot set him or her free.  There is no struggle for purity so intense that Jesus’ grace cannot with the battle. There is no consequence so steep that Jesus’ power cannot carry you through.  Jesus’ grace to change you is stronger than your own desires to watch sex.  While there is no hope for you in looking at pornography, there is all the hope in the universe when you look to God and His grace.” (28)
IV.
How You Must See _______________
Fact—In any marriage crisis, God’s four purpose for the existence of your marriage never change.
A. The pleasure of _______________ _______________.  (Gen 2:24)
B. The promotion of _______________ _______________.  (1Cor 7:5)
C. The preservation of _______________ _______________.  (Gen 1:28,  Mal 2:15)
D. The picture of _______________ _______________.  (Eph 5:22-25)
Note—These four purposes provide _______________ of the problem, _______________ for restoration, and _______________ for survival.  Gen 2:24
V.
How You Must See _______________
A. You must master _______________  (the whole chapter).  
· The parable (18:21-35) is given to “________________ ______________” like Peter…and us.
· Main point:  We are _______________ servants forgiven an _______________ debt.
· The parable forever gives us the only right _______________ re: sins against us.
B. You must always _______________ the topic of forgiveness to the _______________.  (Eph 4:32, Col 3:13)
C. Forgiveness is a _______________ involving 4 Promises:
· I won’t _______________ on this in my heart.
· I won’t _______________ with others about this.
· I won’t _______________ it up to you.
D. Remember— “Forgetting is _______________; not remembering is _______________.” (Adams)
E. While forgiveness is a transaction, _____________ must be rebuilt over time.  (2Cor 7:11)
VI.
How You Must See _______________
A. The resurrected Christ has gifted your local church with _______________ leaders and _______________ saints.  (Eph 4:11-16)  There should be a growing army of “one another’s.” (Heb 10:24-25)  Don’t stay hidden.
Brian Croft—“Individualism is an approach to life that produces the idea that we do not need anyone or anything.  This philosophy, like many ideologies of our culture, has infiltrated the church and has produced a ‘lone ranger’ approach to the Christian life that is unbiblical and unsuccessful.” (Help! He’s Struggling with Pornography, 35)
B. Your church’s expression of love has a “_______________” control. (Matt 18:15-20)  Don’t cushion it.
C. Your _______________as a couple has amazing days in front of it in your local church! (2Cor 1:3-4)  Don’t pretend you are perfect.
Concluding Recommendations
· Important Reading/Resources (2 resources for each topic for those facing this issue):
Marriage
When Sinners Say, “I Do” (Dave Harvey)

What Did You Expect? (Paul Tripp)

Forgiveness
Unpacking Forgiveness (Chris Brauns)

Choosing Forgiveness (Nancy DeMoss)

Pornography
Finally Free (Heath Lambert)

Help!  He’s Struggling with Pornography (Brian Croft)
Depression
Depression: The Stubborn Darkeness (Ed Welch)

When Trouble Comes (Jim Berg)

Anger
Getting a Grip (Lou Priolo)

Uprooting Anger (Robert Jones)

Progressive Sanctification
Changed Into His Image (Jim Berg)

How People Change (Paul Tripp/Tim Lane)

Gospel-Centered Living
Living the Gospel-Centered Life (C.J. Mahaney)

Because He Loves Me (Elyse Fitzpatrick)
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