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From My Window
In John Barry’s New York Times
Best Seller, The Great
Influenza, he describes the
medical revolution that Johns
Hopkins began in America.
When “the Hopkins” medical
school opened in 1893 it began
with unique criteria: (1) it must
be tied to a university; (2) it will
only accept students who have
a college degree; and (3) it will
not be just an academic
degree. William Welch (the
mind behind this medical
revolution) believed that
students were not doctors
because they had a medical
degree on paper, but they must
have proven “hands-on”
hospital activity - from
analyzing tumors to viewing
bacteria through a microscope.
As I read this, my thoughts
turned to the relationship of
VBTS with Colonial Baptist
Church. VBTS exists for the
Church, but we are also
connected with a church. This
gives our degree real-life worth.

2017 Graduation Spotlight
On May 7, 2017, VBTS enjoyed its 18th Commencement
Service at Colonial Baptist Church. VBTS graduated seven
outstanding men who are passionate about ministry, bringing
our alumni total to 197. The following graduated with a Master
of Biblical Studies (from left to right): Jim (accepted as a
missionary candidate in April); Chris (recently accepted a
pastoral position in Texas); Scott (will continue serving as a
deacon in his church); Albert (beginning the MDiv at VBTS in
the Fall); Phil (will continue serving on the Youth Staff in his
church); Matthew (not pictured - online student who will
continue serving as a deacon in his church). Justin (far right)
received his Master of Biblical Studies for Chaplaincy and is
commissioned as a US Navy Chaplain candidate. May God
richly bless our 2017 graduates!
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(1 Corinthians 12-14)

In a sad commentary on the health of the Corinthian church, the apostle Paul declares that
when the Corinthian church members gather together, “it is not for better, but for
worse” (11:17). The weekly gatherings of the Corinthian church (16:2) were a fleshly display of
what one author termed “radical individualism” rather than a sweet “manifestation of the Spirit
for common good” (12:7). To correct this problem, Paul develops his thoughts in 1 Corinthians
12-14 with six essential ideas. I will address the first two in this month’s Exposition.
First (12:1-3), Paul begins (12:1) and ends (14:37) this correction with the truth that the
brothers and sisters are “people of the Spirit” (pneumatikos). In his letter, he has been emphatic
that “those who love God” have “received the Spirit who is from God” (2:9-12), and their body
is now “a temple of God’s Spirit” (6:19). This intimate relationship with the Spirit manifests a
unique change so that they are no longer identified as “pagan people” following “gods that do
not exist” (12:2 with 8:4), and they now boldly confess: “Jesus is Lord” (12:3). All the members
of the church have been dramatically transformed by God’s Spirit, so that the weekly gathering
should be a clear reflection of him, not them.
Second (12:4-11), when the church comes together Paul believes that the Spirit of God will
empower the members to minister to each other “for common good” (12:7). This
“empowering” (12:11) demonstrates itself in the personal gifts, ministries, and activities of each
believer. Paul is broadening the Corinthian’s understanding of “spiritual gifts” to include gifts
and functions that the Spirit energizes to edify the body of believers (Garland). Paul offers nine
notable illustrations of what these gifts and functions may look like. The sense one gets as he
reads this letter is that these gifts and functions are not necessarily permanent deposits from the
Spirit, but necessary “manifestations of the Spirit” through each individual to the gathered
believers at a particular time.
The “manifestation of the Spirit” Paul refers to in verse 7 has been viewed in two ways. On the
one hand, some see the phrase “of the Spirit” as describing, “what the Spirit produces.” On the
other hand, some prefer the phrase as describing, “the manifestation of the Spirit’s presence.”
However, neither side is compelling (Garland). Paul seems purposely ambiguous so that both
ideas are to be understood in this phrase: The gifts and functions are sourced in the Spirit, and
these gifts/ministries/activities disclose his unmistakable presence among his gathered people.
As you ponder these two essentials of Paul, I ask you to consider your own weekly worshipgathering, as I do, with these 3 questions: (1) Is the gathering at my church a clear reflection of
God’s Spirit, or does it accent the performance of the leaders? (2) Am I ministering and serving
in humility for the edification of the Body and glory of God, or am I only serving if others
notice? Finally, (3) Do I sense the genuine presence of God’s Spirit when I gather with the Body,
or does this even matter to me? I find that if I ask these questions (or something like them)
before I attend the worship services of my fellowship, I become more conscious of God’s
purpose for the gathering, and I respond with greater intentionality to my place within the
gathering.
VBTS | 2221 Centerville Tnpk.; Va. Beach, VA 23464 | 757-479-3706 | info@vbts.edu

